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Please read the article “Speech Communities” on pages 138-146 in our textbook, Language Awareness.  Then, answer the following questions.

Note the following:
· Type and single space this document (but double space between each question/answer). 
· Use 12-point type. 
· Number each question as indicated below.
· Answers must be in complete sentences.
· Rephrase the question in the answer—the question should be obvious in your answer. 
· Be sure and answer every question. Do not say “I don’t know” or “I don’t have an example.” If you don’t know something, go online and do some research. Give credit to all sources.
· You must do this assignment on your own—not with another student or as a team. Also, do not give your answers to anyone. Otherwise, both papers could end up with a 0.
· Be sure and proofread your answers for spelling, punctuation and grammar errors.    

QUESTIONS
1. Do you speak with a dialect that reflects where you were born or now live? What are some of the words and expressions you use that reflect your dialect?
2. Growing up, did your family embrace any unusual words or “baby talk”? Perhaps you used a word as a baby that followed you for years. Give any examples you may have.
3. Have you found that often a son will speak and sound a lot like his father—and a daughter a lot like her mother? Is this true of you and/or your siblings—or of anyone you know? Explain your answer.
4. Did you feel pressure in grade school, high school, or on a job or internship, to “conform to the speech” of your age group and/or of the people you were with? How did you respond to this? In what ways did you conform (give examples)?
5. What “new words, new expressions, and bad pronunciations” have you discovered or noticed in the language you speak, be it English or Arabic? (Come up with at least three examples; do research online if you need help.) What do you think of them? Do any of them bother you?
6. What are some slang words/phrases you typically use? Give three examples. 
7. What is jargon? Go online and find two examples of jargon either in your major/career field or in any field. 
8. Do you find yourself judging other people based on the way they speak, whether it be their dialect or the phrases/idioms they say? Why do you think many of us do this?
9. Do you use profanity, and how do you respond to those who do? Has profanity become too acceptable today? Does it ever offend you?






